Life on the Street
Case Studies on the Lives of Roadside Families in Park Circus
United Bustee Development Association (UBDA)

Overview
More than 100,000 people live on the
roadsides of Kolkata. They live under
flyovers, in parks, and on sidewalks.
Lacking proper shelter and access to
sanitation, they are the city’s most
vulnerable population. Many come
from rural areas in the South 24
Parganas District (Outlined in Orange)
in search of a better life in the city.
Most earn a living as beggars,
ragpickers, day labourers, or domestic
workers.

Overview (Cont’d)
The danger of belongings being stolen
is a constant threat for roadside
families. Their children—especially
their daughters—are vulnerable to
child abuse. These families also lack
documentation needed to access
government schemes.
This year, we hope to serve 50
roadside families. We seek to not only
create a support network for these
families, but also ensure that they
have proper documentation and that
their children are enrolled in school
and have access to remedial coaching.

Noor Jahan
Noor Jahan has been living in the Park
Circus Maidan for more than 30 years.
She earns Rs. 10/day rag picking and Rs.
50/day selling papad (a popular Indian
snack). Noor Jahan was able to start her
papad business with the help of the
Forum of Communities United in Service
(FOCUS), an NGO dedicated to serving
marginalized people in Kolkata. Though
she says she is never ashamed of her
work, she does wish she could earn
more money. Her husband died 8 years
ago. Both her sons are rickshaw pullers.

Yasmin
Yasmin cannot keep her eyes open for more than a
few seconds at a time. After being hit by a car, she
suffered nerve damage on her upper eyelids. The
driver of the car did not offer her compensation and
she was unable to receive proper treatment. She
has five sons and two daughters. By collecting and
selling bottles, wood, coal, plastic, and paper she is
able to earn Rs. 200-300/week. Still, she struggles
to support her family. Taking a bath at a pay-anduse toilet costs Rs.5, so she bathes once a week,
and her children bathe 2-3 times a week.
Her son sells balloons and earns Rs. 70/day.
Sometimes policemen harass him by popping his
balloons. One of her daughters attends school, but
she says she doesn’t learn much there.

Yasmin and her
daughters sitting
inside their
shelter.

Mohammad
Mohammad lives under the
Park Circus Flyover. He is
from Bihar and earns Rs.
100-150/day as a ragpicker.
He understands the value of
education and encouraged
his daughter to attend
school. However, she
stopped attending after Class
8. Children from destitute
families often have little
incentive to attend school
and are prone to drop out.

More than 20 families store their belongings on the beams of
the Park Circus Flyover.

These families often face the threat of having their
belongings stolen.

Chattar Anchari
Chattar lives under the flyover and
earns money as a ragpicker. He
struggles for food, often having to
collect it from a local feeding
program. He collects water from a
nearby mosque. Chattar, like most
families living under the flyover,
does not have a ration card or
Below Poverty Line (BPL) card
because he does not know how to
complete the required paperwork.
He says he does not want to live in a
big house—just a small, nice place
with a roof.

Imam Ali Sardar
In 1995, Imam lost his arm in a
traffic accident. He sold all his
land in the village to pay for the
operation. For the past 40 years,
he has been earning money as a
beggar in Kolkata. His wife is a
rag picker. He raised Rs. 1 lakh
to pay for his elder daughter’s
wedding. His younger slaughters
currently attend government
school. Imam and his family live
on the sidewalk across from
Quest Mall.

Noor Jahan, Hasinam
Mithu, and Saharjan
Mithu (Left to right)
These women are
widows who live on
the sidewalk across
from Quest Mall. They
earn Rs. 50-60 per day.

Here, Gadia sits under the shadow of the bus and attempts to quiet her crying daughter. Gadia’s
husband left the family and did not say when he would return. She works from 4 am to midnight
as a rag picker. Her son attends a missionary school for a couple hours each day and earns Rs.
50-60/day as a balloon seller. Her family lives on the sidewalk near the boundary wall of the
Lady Brabourne College.

Sharma Bibi
Sharma lives across from
Chittaranjan Hospital.
She works as a ragpicker
and earns Rs. 100/day.
Her husband is currently
in the hospital and is
suffering from liver
damage. She needs Rs.
4000-5000 to pay for his
operation.

1.

Our Next Steps
Research: Identify 50 families to
participate in our program. Complete a
profile of each family member

2.

Documentation: Assist families in
accessing government schemes.

3.

Education: Connect beneficiaries with
our community centers. Hold outdoor
meetings to teach families about issues
related to health, hygiene, and child
protection. Ensure that children of
roadside families are attending
government schools and remedial
coaching.

4.

Emergency Fund: Establish an
emergency fund for roadside families
to draw from when needed.

We look forward to your
support. Thank You!

